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avocat at the Chatelct in 1780, and from his reputation as an
orator and his court influence, he was promoted to be avocat-
gen6;al to the Parlement of Paris at the unprecedented age of
twenty-five in 1785. His birth, surprising success in life, and
court influence did not, however, imbue him with aristocratic
ideas, for he adopted a sort of laughing philosophy, imitated
from Buffon and Diderot. Free alike from the earnestness of
enthusiastic disciples of Eousseau and the iconoclasm of
followers of Voltaire, he lived an epicurean life, and devoted him-
self to pleasure, but pleasure of an elegant sort, devoid of vulgar
debauchery. It might from this have been expected that he
would have thrown in his lot with the aristocratic wits, like
Mirabeau-Tonneau and Champfort, but, whether from philo-
sophy or from dislike of the courtiers and members of the
Parlement of Paris, he at once took the side of the popular
party, and was one of the most vigorous assailants of the
Bastille, and one of the first to mount the ramparts of that
fortress.1 This action brought down on him the hatred of the
couitiers to a redoubled degree, as a traitor to his class, and
he was thus thrown more and more with the popular party,
and by their means was elected a judge for one of the arron-
dissements of Paris in 1790, and appointed in March, 1791,
" commissavre du Roi " at the Tribunal of Appeal. In Sep-
tember, 1791, he was elected a deputy for the department of
the Seme to the Legislative Assembly, and first spoke on
October G in favour ot repealing the motions made by Couthon
and Chabot and against removing the ceremonial titles and pre-
cedence of the king. He was hissed as an aristocrat, and in
December, 1791, he changed his tactics, and became a member
of the Left and a violent partisan of the war. His handsome
face and real, if somewhat academic and stilted, eloquence was
bound to make its mark, he became a leading member of the
assembly, and in July he was chosen by his colleagues in the
Diplomatic Committee to draw up the famous report on "the
country m clanger."2 He was now thoroughly engaged with
the democratic party, though prudence forbade him to become
* Vol. i. p. 143.                   ^ Vol. 11. p. 102.